January 8, 2009
Special time:  6:00-9:00 pm

Hayden Center, Smith Room, 

6:00 –
Sign In, Social Networking
6:15 –
Prayer:  Cari

· Reflection: Your Personal Blessing


Icebreaker/Introductions:  Alisa
· “Balderdash”


Minutes:  Jolaine

Facilitator:  Paula
6:40 –
YMN Business & Announcements
· Retreat—March 5/6 at St. John’s, Collegeville
· Register by Feb. 5th for $10 discount

· Recharge Conference: January 10th (www.ministryresource.com)
· $45/person; group discounts

· Valmir Jansen: March 15-17 (St. Pat’s in Inver Grove Heights) and 19th (St. Stephen’s Anoka)

· TEC for Feb and March will be at St. Ann Seton parish

· Youth culture website: http://www.kairos-na.org/youthculturenewsletter.htm
· Bill’s Notes:

· Souper Bowl of Caring

· Collecting money for a local organization on Super  Bowl Sunday
· Mission trip to Red Lake through Mike Haasl/Archdiocese

· NCYC info coming out soon
· Notes on NCCYM 

· Good book: Sustaining the Spirit by Mike & Cathy Corrata

· Coalition for ministry day on how to deal with tough times; 
· From YMN need topic and title, then a speaker

· Ideas were given to Julie
7:00 –
Professional Development:  Liturgy & Sacraments by Mike Strande






(Contact info: 651-738-2223 ext 156/mstrande@guardian-angels.org)



Symbolism of Church
· Symbols in our own life: texting, businesses (McDonald’s…)

· Younger generation is more immersed with the signs and language of symbol

· Marketing tool is trying to convince you that the symbol is product you want—emotional attachment can be gained by using the product.  Religion wants to do the same thing.  Marketing/product is one-dimensional—swallow stuff, not much to do to make it look pretty; our society is so immersed that most are product-loyal (everyone thinks they use the best)
· The Church has been doing it longer, but the marketers are better at it than us

· Ancient symbols of the Church: need to understand the symbol and the meaning; 

· Most want easy answer, but we need to give them a deep understanding instead of swallow 

· 3—Trinity; very important pay attention (Holy, Holy,Holy—song of the angels; we are joining them; Lamb of God—John’s Gospel, JC died 3:00 the day before Sabbath, when lambs were sacrificed)

· 4—Four Gospels; four directions, four winds, four elements

· 6—imperfection; incompletion; 666: Omen, anti-Christ, the beast in Revelation; antichrist is not a boogie man we are waiting for, an antichrist is someone that believes that Christ is totally divine but not human (incomplete understanding of Christ; fall into sin of Adam-rejection of being human, not good enough; all prejudices are based on this-dehumanize someone); 666—is not evil, it is a complete-incompletion
· 7—Perfection; 7days of creation—need leisure for completion; Easter completes Lent (7th Sunday); 

· 8—One beyond 7; greater than 7; 8th day is time out of time—Christ time, infinite time, time of the church; 49 days of Easter + 1=Pentecost
· 10—completeness

· 12—number of the Kingdom; 12 tribes of Israel; 12 Apostles; 

· 40—years in desert; days in desert; Lent; 

· 144,000—Everyone; 12x12=144, 1,000-really big number in Scripture; some thinking 144000 is number of people in Heaven; In Scripture means infinite
· Water: principle sign and symbol of baptism; ancient Christians water represented the chaos of human life; Chaos of human life—afraid, suffering, pain, anxiety; JC’s first miracle is to change water into wine (JC change chaos into new life), John presents Jesus that is willing to enter into chaos and changes it; JC walks on water—rise above fear, doubt, pain and suffering—Peter is the every-man of Sacred Scripture—keep sight on Christ, and I can rise above; Crucifixion—most chaotic way to die, JC overcomes it; The one being baptized is immersed into chaos as Christ was immersed into the chaos, so we may rise above it; introducing that person into discipleship; about We—the community
· Cross: call of the Disciple; not about taking on suffering, it’s about what you do with the suffering when in midst of it, JC reaches out when suffering through the crucifixion, doesn’t allow suffering to make him self-centered; we need to be the crucifier and the crucified—the person crucified is like one of us; then JC knows me, knows my pain and my suffering, and also then I know him (know his pain and suffering), the one who sits next to me is also the person on the cross; Compassion is the essential quality of discipleship; JC transform death into something else—Resurrection; if death is about me then the resurrection is also about me and about Us; Resurrection is about the Church
· Son of Man: human being sent by God; by using the title of Son of Man at his trial he was condemned because if the human being was going to raised to the level of God, if one rises to level of God then all will be raised and temple was no longer needed and the entire Jewish would have collapsed (high priest tore clothes=you are dead to me and I will make sure you die today); JC never called himself the son of God.

· Disciple means to be at the foot of [the master]; 

· Apostle means to be sent

· Multiplication of the 5 loaves and 2 fishes: 5+2=7—perfect amount to make sure everyone is fed; it doesn’t say JC multiplied the food, he simply gave thanks for the resources given to him [Eucharist=Thanksgiving] and then gives them back to the disciples—you have everything you need; 12 baskets come back—the kingdom—you have everything to establish the kingdom; 
· When we are in the midst of the darkness we are not called to simple to pray an angel to save us; we are to reach out and be willing to take the hand reaching out to us (be it the hand of a child, a teen, a senior, etc); We need to be connected to one another—we are the Body of Christ

· Jonah: whale is the power of God, Jonah is consumed by God while in the midst of chaos

· Three gifts of wise man—three-fold ministry of Jesus: Priest, Prophet, & King
8:30 –
Networking and Evening Hospitality
Coming Up Soon:

+
February Professional Development:
Resources and Best Practices for Youth Ministers with Katie Gebhard
9:00 am February 5, 2009 at the Chancery, John Roach Room (park at Cathedral, use handicapped entrance on north side of Archbishop’s Residence)

+
Youth Ministers’ Retreat at St. John’s University
1:00 pm March 5-1:00 pm March 6, 2009 at the Guest House at St. John’s University
$50 if registered by February 5 YMN meeting, $60 by February 25; spaces limited

+
Spring Social:  Pub Crawl & Twins Game
Tuesday, May 12, 2009
Twins vs. Detroit
Mark your calendars now!  Details available soon!
